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Welcome!
We would like to take this opportunity to declare once again our support of our
beloved South River School District. Our organization was formed in June of
2015 and our mission is to ensure the highest level of educational innovation
supporting students, faculty and staff with community involvement and a
partnership of lifetime learning.
We are committed to funding special projects and equipment throughout South
River public schools, either as district-wide grants or grants to teachers for use
in their classrooms or as professional development opportunities. Often many of
these educational programs are left unfunded through the traditional district
budget.
We are always seeking innovative ideas, private and corporate donors and
sponsors, and volunteers to organize fundraisers. Please explore the
opportunity of corporate matching gifts as well.
For the past four years, we have raised enough funds to distribute both
Mini-Grants to our teachers and scholarships to South River High School
graduates. We are very proud of these accomplishments. With the help of our
community, we aspire to provide many more grants and scholarships.
Together we can do great things!

The South River Foundation for Educational Excellence would like to
honor the following individuals tonight:
Mrs. Nancy Roque-Soares

Nancy Roque-Soares is a Teacher for South River Middle School. She has been
an Educator since 1999 teaching the subject of Spanish. She graduated from
Rutgers University with a Bachelor of Arts in French and Spanish. Mrs.
Roque-Soares has been a lifetime resident of South River, born to Portuguese
parents, with her first language being Portuguese.
Ms. Audrey Taylor

Audrey Taylor began her illustrious career right here in her beloved hometown of
South River as a student-athlete and phenomenal Basketball player. Her name is
etched in SRHS history on a banner in the Gymnasium honoring those players
with 1,000+ career points. This distinction, her all-around talent, and her grades
would later earn her a full scholarship and further accolades at Monmouth
University where she would double major in Communications and Information
Technology and earned her Bachelor of Arts degree.
Kevin J. Nielsen

Kevin J. Nielsen began his work with the Borough of South River as a utility
meter reader in November of 1985. He expanded that service to the South River
Police Department in August of 1989 after passing the Chiefs of Police entrance
exam in the Spring/Summer of 1989. In April of 2010, Kevin was elected to his
First Term as a member of the South River Board of Education. This past
November, he was re-elected to my Fourth Term on the Board of Education.

Nancy Roque-Soares
Nancy Roque-Soares is a Teacher for South River Middle School. She has been an Educator since
1999 teaching the subject of Spanish. She graduated from Rutgers University with a Bachelor of
Arts in French and Spanish. Mrs. Roque-Soares has been a lifetime resident of South River, born
to Portuguese parents, with her first language being Portuguese. She always saw the difficulties
others had when faced with language barriers. She identified with those who struggled and this
was why she decided to become a teacher.
As a daughter, sister, wife and mother, Nancy has always had a passion to help others. Beginning
with her dedication to her students as a full-time teacher, Mrs. Roque-Soares extends her
unending support to her students’ parents as well. Her outreach to her students’ families
displays her commitment to the community, as she also leads the Women’s Ministry at the CDA
Church in South River. In addition, her volunteer efforts include being a translator for the
church’s services.
Amongst all of her endeavors, Nancy is a devoted mother to her 15-year-old son, Eric. While she
enjoys all of her many other roles, being a Soccer Mom is one that she enjoys the most! As a
teacher, a volunteer and a strong advocate for her community, Mrs. Roques-Soares dedicates her
life to helping others. All throughout, she is there for her family, as she lovingly cares for her
parents, in the same ways they love and support her.
Within family, church, and community, Nancy Roque-Soares is an Educator of Excellence. She is
a teacher that knows that education is not limited to the classroom and she teaches from the
heart. When it comes to Mrs. Roque-Soares, there are no language barriers with her smile.
To quote Flora Lewis, “Learning another language is not only learning different words for the
same things but learning another way to think about things”. For those who have ever
experienced the challenge to understand and not be understood, Nancy Roque-Soares will be
there for you, while inspiring the bravery to overcome.

Audrey Taylor
Audrey Taylor began her illustrious career right here in her beloved hometown of South River as a student-athlete and phenomenal Basketball player. Her name is etched in SRHS history on a banner in the Gymnasium
honoring those players with 1,000+ career points. This distinction, her all-around talent, and her grades would
later earn her a full scholarship and further accolades at Monmouth University where she would double major in
Communications and Information Technology and earn her Bachelor of Arts degree. Audrey utilized her degree
to become a Web Manager for multiple projects in Corporate America for the past 11 years. She is currently is a
freelance web designer for ISOP. However, the opportunity to share her time, talent and extensive Basketball
experience was something she wanted to pursue. The first place she went was to her alma mater, South River
High School. Unfortunately, the schedule conflicted with her employment. She would then go on to become
Head Coach at Franklin High School for the past 9 seasons and the rest is literally....history.
Coach Taylor created a standard at Franklin HS “to be tough, defend, and play with your heart, with passion.”
Audrey herself is a passionate advocate of giving back to her South River community. She has worked in
conjunction with the South River Board of Education to provide backpacks and school supplies to free and
reduced-lunch students. She also offers an annual no-cost basic-skills training session and organizes the
well-known annual event - Ballin’ in the Park during the month of July.
Audrey mentors aspiring youth via the Passion 4Youth, Inc. which is a 501-c3 educational and athletic program
she founded and serves as its Chief Executive Officer. Seeing the widening gap between the privileged and
those in need, Coach Taylor provides top-notch skill development at an affordable cost to those that would
otherwise have to settle for much less or no formalized training. It is the foundation on which her T.R.U.E Skills
Academy is built upon. Basketball players at the Middle and High School levels get an opportunity to learn from
one of the best and are encouraged to aspire to BE the best! They also learn to give back by teaching the
younger students in the program. A training session with Coach Audrey is a complete workout for your mind,
body, and soul. She pours her passion for life, the game, the kids and for giving back, into each session. Mentor,
Motivate, Confidence, Communication, Encouragement, Positivity are just some of the terms you associate with
her. You can throw in Tough, Hard-Work, Rules, Expectations and it’s still a good day that always ends with “Good
Job” and that bright smile!

Head Coach Audrey Taylor’s Accomplishments:
2019 USA Today All-USA Coach of the Year
2019 Ranked #12 Nationally (USA Today-Super 25)
2017 & 2019 Ranked #1 State of NJ
2019 Undefeated Season 34-0
2017 & 2019 NJISAA Tournament of Champion State Champions
2x Somerset County Champions (Back 2 Back) 2017 & 2019
4x Group 4 State Champions 2015-2019

4x Group 4 Sectional Champions 2014 -2019
2017 NJ.com (Star-Ledger) Coach of the Year
2017 USA Today Coach of the Year
2014 & 2017 Franklin High School Coach of the Year
2014 & 2017 Courier News Basketball Coach of the Year
(Somerset County)
2016 & 2017 Skyland Conference Coach of the Year

Kevin Nielsen
Kevin J. Nielsen is the second of five children born to Carl and Patricia Nielsen. Kevin is a graduate of the South
River High School Class of 1980 and has resided and or worked in South River his entire life.
Kevin and his wife Sandra have been married for 12 years and together have four boys, Brandon Pacheco, Mark
Pacheco and our twins, Karl and Thomas Nielsen. All who are products of the South River School district.
Kevin began his work with the Borough of South River as a utility meter reader in November of 1985. He
expanded that service to the South River Police Department in August of 1989 after passing the Chief of Police
entrance exam in the Spring/Summer of 1989.
Officer Nielsen was a graduate of the 51st Basic Police Training Class at Middlesex County College in January
1990. He was also a member of the Forty-Ninth Graduating Class of The New Jersey State Association of Chief
of Police Command and Leadership Academy. Formerly known as The West Point Command and Leadership
Academy. After 13 years as an officer on the SRPD - he was promoted to the rank of Sergeant on July 1, 2013
and was assigned to the Patrol Division of the South River Police Department where he remained until his
retirement on June 30, 2019.
During his tenure with the SRPD, Sergeant Nielsen was assigned many different divisions: Traffic Safety
Division, Detective Bureau & Patrol Division.
While assigned to the Traffic Safety Division, he was trained by Northwestern University Traffic Institute to
investigate motor vehicle accidents. Kevin is certified in Motor Accident Investigation I and II. He was also
trained by the University of North Florida Institute of Police Technology and Management, in the field of
Inspection and Investigation of Commercial Vehicle Crashes.
While assigned to the Detective Bureau, he worked with the Middlesex County Narcotics Task Force from June
of 1999 until July of 2000. There he worked with other jurisdictions to apprehend individuals making street level
buys of narcotics throughout the county. He also worked with officers from the Federal government, State
police and other Counties on the "Club Drug Scene." Throughout his Law Enforcement Career, he has received
numerous Letter of Commendation.
One of the many defining moments of Sergeant Nielsens career was while on patrol in July of 2004. He was the
arresting officer of four (4) individuals who were members of the "Lakatosz Crime Family." These members
victimized an elderly resident of the borough. Sergeant Nielsen’s love and respect for his parents and the elderly
in general, fueled his resolve even more to solve this particular case.
Kevin has worked within the community by supporting the Boy Scouts of America, and the New Jersey Law
Enforcement Torch Run for Special Olympics. He is also a third degree member of the Knights of Columbus
Council 3001.
Kevin found another way in which to serve his community. In April of 2010, he was elected to his First Term as a
member of the South River Board of Education. This past November, he was re-elected to his Fourth Term and
looks forward to continuing to serve his home town of South River.

Proud Sponsor of SRFEE
Congratulations for 5 Years
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Nancy, we are so proud of you.
We wish you much health and
continued success in the years ahead.
Congratulations to you
and all of this year’s recipients.

Congratulations to the Honorees
& Thank You to SRFEE
Celebrating 5 Years of service to the students of the
South River School District
Dave Roshetar and Family

SRFEE

Congratulates Honorees!

PHILIP ROTHMAN, CFP ®
FINANCIAL ADVISOR, DIRECTOR-INVESTMENTS

302 Carnegie Center, Suite 101
Princeton, NJ 08540
o. 6097340400
f. 6097340939
toll free: 800-342-7838
email: philip.rothman@opco.com
Transacts Business on all Principle Exchanges

Congratulations
to the Honorees
and to SRFEE
on their
5th Anniversary!
Wishing SRFEE
continued success.

Congratulations to a hero
who is head of our household.
We are so proud of you!
Love, Sandra, Brandon,
Mark, Karl and Thomas

Congratulations Nancy!
You are an amazing teacher, person,
friend, and roll model.
We are so proud of your accomplishments!
Vera, Jay and Blake

Congratulations Kevin!
You have always been a prominent and positive
presence in our schools and always look out for
our children! And our elderly parents too!
Vera & John

Thank You!
5 Years
$10,300 Distributed
So Much Gratitude
SRFEE would like to thank all of our sponsors, attendees, supporters, and
volunteers. Thanks to your generosity, we have been able to distribute over
$8.500 in grants that directly benefit our students. We have also distributed
$1,800 in scholarships to graduating seniors. With your continued support, we
hope to continue to help our district provide the best education and scholastic
environment for our children.

